CHAPTER
VICTOEY
ce O God ! Thy arm was here ;
And not to us, but to Thy arm alone,
Ascribe we all."
SHAKESPEARE'S Henry V, Act IV, Sc. viii.
THE last year of the Great War was undoubtedly
the most critical and momentous year in the
modern history of these islands.    By an amaz-
ing combination of events. Western Europe was
subject to a sudden revival of extreme peril
exceeding in violence the menace of 1914.   Look-
ing back from the security of the present time
(1920) it is easy to underrate the threat of that
great attack by the Central Powers:   and, in-
deed,  in  our present discussions  there is  an
almost perilous oblivion of the dangers through
which we have passed.    But those who study
the memoirs of the German War Leaders, which
have poured out since the close of the war,1 will
realise the complete confidence of the German
General Staff in the victory which seemed  to
lie ahead of them,   as the natural  climax to
.the series of smashing blows which they had^ de-
livered on their enemies during the two previous
years (1916-17).
1 The Memoirs of Von Tirpitz and Falkenhayn, and last, but
not least, the frank and outspoken War Memories of General
LudendorfS:.
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